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By the KING. 
A PROCLAMATION, 
For a general FAST. ” 


E., taking into Our molt ſerious Conlideration the juſt and neceſſary Meaſures of Fdzce 
which TUe are obliged to uſe againi Our rebellious Subjects in Our Colonies and Pꝛovinces 
ee in North America; and putting Dur Truſt in Almighty God, that he will vouchſafe a 
Fj Special Bleſſing on Our Arms, both by Sea and Land, have reſolved, and do, by and 
SG with the Advice of Dur Pyivy Council, hereby command, That a Publick Faſt and hu⸗ 
9254 mittation be obſerved throughout that Pakt of Dur Kingdom of Great Britain called England, 
138 Dur Dominion of Wales, and Town of Berwick upon Tweed, upon Friday the Thirteenth 
Weald eee ap bf Decer iber next; chat i H de and Dur People map humble Ourſelves befoze - 
. Almighty God, in oder to obtain pardon of Our Sins; and map, in the moſt devout and 
Ii ſolemn L£Yanner, fend up Dur Papers and Supplications to the Divine Majeſty, ko: 
e averting thoſe heavy Judgements which Our manifold Sins and Pꝛovocations have moſt 
EREEED —ĩ—jç— juſtly deſerved, and foz implozing his Intervention and leting ſpeedily to deliver Our 
loyal Subjects within Dur Colonies and Pꝛovinces in Nortt America from the Uiolence, Injuſtice, and Tyranny of 
thoſe daring Rebels who have allumed to themſelves the Exerciſe of Arbitrary Power, to open the Epes of thoſe who 
have been beluded by ſpecious Fallehoods, into Aits of Treaſon and Rebellion, to turn the Pearts of the Authors 
of theſe Talamities, and finallp to reſtoze Our People it thoſe diſtraſted Pꝛovinces and Colonies to the Happy 
Condition of being free Subjects of a free State, under which heretofoze they flouriſhed ſo long and pzoſpered ſo much: 
And We do ſtrictly charge and command, that the ſaid Puzlick Faft be reverently and devcutly obſerved by all Our 
loving Subjeits in England, Dur Dominion of Wales, and Town of Berwick upon Tweed, as they tender the Favour 
of Almighty God, and would avoid his TUrath and Indignation; and upon Pain of ſuch Puniſhment, as We may 
juſtly infli& on all ſuch as contemn and negleft the Perfozmance of ſo religious a Duty, And fox the better and moze 
oꝛderly ſolemnizing the ſame, e have given Direftions to the moſt Reverend the Archbiſhops, and the Right 
Reverend the Biſhops of England to compoſe a Fozm of Puper ſuitable to this Decaſion, to be uſed in all Churches, 
1 and Places of Publick Mozſhip; and to take Cre the ſame be timely diſperſed thzoughout their reſpettive 
ioc eſes. | | 


Given at Our Court at $:. James's, the Thirtieth Day of O&oder, One thouſand 
ſeven hundred and ſeventy-ſix, in the Seventeenth Year ot Our Reign. 


God fave the King. 


LQ ND OO Ne | - 
Printed by CHaRLEs EYRE and WILLIAM STRAHAN, Printers to the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
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7 1 4 \ 3 1. 
H E ſtrange imagination of ſome people, that 
the late Fas r would be a day of political de- 


bate, rather than religious penance; and the too pro- 
bable propenſity of ſtill more to reſt in a bare formal 
obſervance of it, without a CONTINUED AND BFFECTUAL - 
application to themſelves and their own conduct, de- 
termined the Author ſo to take up the ſubject as might 


be moſt likely t to excite a laſtingly ſerious concern, upon 


a view ſtrictiy connected of our depending intereſt 
both temporal and eternal. He is prevailed upon by 
perſons, i in whoſe candor he confides, and whoſe judg- 
ment he muſt regard, to make this Diſcourſe public, 
hoping, however imperfe, it may be productive of 

” ſome good influence, and meet with the fame favorable 


(may he flatter himſelf profitable ?) attention, which 


his late Trac did, entitled, Seaſonable Refleftions 
5 ah; zo mw approaching Fas 7. 


4% 


St MATTHEW XXIII. 37. 0 


0 JERUSALEM, JERUSALEM, THOU THAT KILLEST 
THE PROPHETS, AND STONEST THEM WHICH ARE 
SENT UNTO THEE, HOW OFTEN WOULD I HAVE 

'" GATHERED THY CHILDREN TOGETHER EVEN AS 
A HEN GATHERETH HER CHICKENS UNDER HER 
WINGS, -AND YE WOULD NOT! BEHOLD, YOUR 
HOUSE IS LEFT UNTO You DESOLATE. N 


F we e believe i in a God, who created and eſtabliſhed the world, 
we cannot forbear to acknowledge, without a contradiction 
to this firſt principle, that He ſuperintends and governs it. 
The ſame * goodneſs, and wiſdom, and power, which produced 

and ſettled all things, muſt be concerned for the ſupport and 

regulation of all, as their different natures and the good of. 
the univerſal ſyſtem require, 

Rational creatures more eſpecially, to wh dominion in- 
ferior beings are ſubjected, muſt be conſidered as living under 
the direction of a law adapted to the circumſtances of their 
| ſtate. Agreeably to which proviſion was ever made either by 
natural or revealed religion, or both, for the accommodation 
and happineſs of mankind ; and, through them, for the good 
order of this viſible creation at large. Whatever communt- 
| cated light therefore Gop might in this wa favour them with, 
5 they 


* Whatever a modern writer by high title 1 may have advanced in reſpect to the 
attributes of Gop, as if the moral were abſorbed i in the natural, his peculiarity is. 
too ſtrange to proſelyte others to his opinion, ſince nothing can be more evident 
than goodneſs in union with wiſdom and power as the firſt moving principle. 
Goodneſs ſurely, in the order of ideas, (and why ſhould our ideas be excluded: 
here?) impels, wiſdom contrives, power were But Lord Bolingbroke is an: 
Inis, fatuus in matters of divinity, and whoever follows him will be bewildered: 


(6 1 
they never wanted witneſs of his authority when He ſaw fit 


to demonſtrate his ſupreme agency. 
To this end the ſeveral elements no leſs than animated life, 


nay, and the hoſts of heaven, have been commanded into the 


ſervice of Gop, and have, as correction in mercy, or more ſe- 


vere vengeance might require, been employed to fight againſt 


the unwiſe, thus aſſerting his rightfal government, and thus 


vindicating the honour of his laws. The hiſtory of all ages 


and nations evinces this truth. But that of the Ifraclites in 
particular, in which the doctrine of a providence and the in- 
terpoſal of an almighty ReGexT ſhine forth with the moſt con- 
fpicuous luſtre, is ſo diſtinguiſhed-by teſtimonies of this ſort 
that they prove cleatly to mankind their dependence and oblt- 


gation, and his abſolute dominion. A dominion founded 
in everlaſting righteouſneſs and invariably conducted as that 
directs. The part which we have to act as accountable crea- 
tures, who know what is required from us, what good and 


evil are in every moſt intereſting view, what their reſpective 


tendencies, and how our happineſs and miſery as well as Gop's 
authority and honour ſtand connected with them, no indeed a 


moſt important and moſt ſolemn one. | 
Our rank and our relation, as he has been graciouſly pleaſed 


to ordain both, can never be properly preſerved but by ſuch a . 


concurrence with Him in his government as obedience implics; 


nor can we expect that our welfare, even in a temporal view, 


will, without this, ever be laſtingly ſecured. What was it 
from the beginning of the world but the want of this which 
has introduced miſchief and confuſion? What was it but ſin, 


a contradiction to the divine law, which has occaſioned pub- 


lic as well as private calamities, diſtreſs of nations with per- 
plexity? What elſe has always been followed by penal inflic- 


tions of different kinds, firſt by death, then by a deluge, after 


that by exciſions and exterminations, and a removal of empire 
(ſuch 


1 76 1 


(aach: as nothing leſs than the overruling power of Gop could 
effect) from one kingdom to another people? Under a perſua- 


ſion therefore of his right to govern and their obligation to 


obey, and from a conſciouſneſs of violating this obligation and 
ſo. incurring his difpleafure, mankind have been induced, reſting 

_ their hope upon his placability, to approach the Majeſty of 
heaven in . of contrition, to deprecate his wrath, and to- 


implore his pardon, to avert the evils either poſitively denoun- 


ced or naturally dreaded, and to ſuppheate with an earneſtneſs 

| ſuited to the diſtreſs the favour of the Moſt High. Expe- 
dients of this kind appeared to reaſon eligible, and have accord- 
ingly, in a variety of inftances, been adopted. But, beyond 


this, in order to the more effectual comfort of mankind, re- 
velation recommends, nay, enjoins and enforces them, inſo- 


much that we who are bleffed with the fulneſs of its light, 
muſt diſcern their beneficial tendency, and cannot, but through 


invincible obſtinacy, fail to apply them. 
Remarkable events in former times, the ſignal 8 of 


Gob's Providence and power, are left upon record for our ad- 


monition and inſtruction, that we may fee and know what our 
dependence, and obligation, and the ground of our ex pectations, 


are, and be induced, attentively and earneſtly, from examples 


of alarming influence and inconteſtable authority to look to 


our own preſervation. Of this ſort is that wherein is contain= 


ed our Saviour's lamentation over Jeruſalem and his prophetic 
notice of the dreadful miſery and deſolation which were then 


quickly coming upon it, and were afterwards inflicted with a 
weight of vengeance the moſt complicated and moſt ſevere. 


O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the Prophets, and 
«© ſtoneſt them which are ſent unto thee, how often would I 


e have gathered thy children together even as a hen gathereth 


* her chickens under her wings, and ye would. not ! Behold, 


£ * your houſe is left unto you deſolate.” 
Your 
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Vour attention will not, I hope, be unproſitably engaged 


by joining me in theſe conſiderations. Firſt, What the ſtate 


of things was with the people to whom He addreſſed himſelf, 
when our LoRD delivered his folemn denunciation in the text. 


Secondly, How it is applicable to ourſelves: and, Thirdly, 


What are the improvements which it is incumbent on us to 


make upon a full view of our own caſe, as a highly favoured, 
but diſobedient people. 


Firſt then, As to the ſtate of things with them to whom 
our Lorp addreſſed himſelf upon the e of His ſolemn 


denunciation in the text. 


They had been aan adopted in order to Hive the 


great and excellent ends of his providence by the Almighty, 
and had enjoyed in a moſt diſtinguiſhed manner every advan- 


tage which could reſult from his eſpecial care and protection. 


The knowledge of his laws, the experience of his bleſſing in 
a variety of ways, the .comforts of a religion derived from 
Heaven whilſt other nations were walking blindly in their 
own ſuperſtitions ; and, (which was a conſolation beyond all 

others tranſporting) the hope and expectation, the aſſurance 


and belief of a full and final exaltation to Iſrael in the perſon of 


the promiſed Meſſiah, were circumſtances which attended, and 
which conſtituted the happineſs of, that people, to whom were 


entruſted the oracles of Gop. Oracles, which abounded not 
only with predictions and typical notices of redemption from 
ſpiritual bondage, but moreover, with the fulleſt and cleareſt 
inſtructions in righteouſneſs, with charges, with cautions, 
with expoſtulations, with reproofs, with the moſt earneſt, the 
molt affecting, entreaties to cleave ſtedfaſtly to Gop, to keep 
his ſtatutes and obſerve his laws. Under an influence ſo par- 
ticularly adapted to prevail, and which ſhould ſeem to be al- 
moſt irreſiſtable, what was to be expected on their part 
but a uniform and chearful compliance ? What was to be 


expected 


ah 


expected but. acquieſcence and obedience, and gr atitude? Had 
the divine favour thus bountifully extended this juſt effect? 
So far from it, that, as a ſtriking picture of the perverſenęſs of 
human nature, the objects of this extraordinary attention were 
continually diſcavering ſigns of bad temper and of an indiſ- 
poſition to act under the guidance of that rule, conformably 
to which their whole conduct ſhould have been ſtudiouſſy 
directed. In concluſion of all which, after a very long ſeries 
of trials, and an amazing viciſſitude of bondages and deliver- 
ances, of chaſtiſements and gracious grants, they abuſed the 
moſt ſignal opportunity that providence ever bleſſod chem With 
to their own deſtruction and indelible reproach. : 
Obſtinacy and Pride, blindneſs. and bigotry, an nne = 
ble fondneſs for opinions ſubverſive of truth and righteouſ- 
| neſs and repugnant to the word and will of Gop took ſuch, 
full poſſeſſion of their minds, that they would not, _— 5 
the light ſhone upon them with an abundant brightneſs, be 
guided by its rays; but, infatuated and overcome by a phrenzy 
of their own creating, they rebelled. againſt it, and, not ſatis- 
fied with abuſing and killing preceding inſtructors, became 
at length the betrayers and murderers of that eminently 


divine Prophet to whom they had been told by their own = 


Lawgiver they ſhould obediently hearken. Their caſe, as it lies 

in ſcripture and may be collected more at large from their 
own hiſtorian, Joſephus, is indeed a peculiar and a deplor- 
able one. They had, with a madneſs not to be paral- 
lelled, filled up the meaſure of their iniquities; the judi- 
cial viſitations of providence flowly brought on and re- 

luctantly executed were at laſt inflicted with a moſt de- 
ſerved ſeverity ; and their own boiſterous paſſions, the effects 
of a diſregard to Gop and religion, of profaneneſs and enthu- 


ſiaſm, were the ſad inſtruments of their own downfall and 
ruin. 


B 


— — 


Righ- 


Ml doom. 


x 
Righteouſneſs and temperance and a judgment to come 
were points, however eſſential to their happineſs by a due in- 


fluence upon their lives, which ſeem to have been little re- 
garded or even thought of, inſomuch that they gave way to 
indulgencies of different kinds till their diſobedience to Gop 
grew extravagant, and their wiekedneſs became almoſt univerſal; 
till they were fipe for vengeance and in a manner compelled 


the Majeſty of heaven to-pour upon them the furiouſneſs of his 


wrath. From a full knowledge therefore of their provocations, 
in contempt of every moſt compaſſionate overture that could be 
made, and from a clear-but painful view of the juſt puniſh- 
ment quickly to be inflicted,” He, who loved them with an 
everlaſting love, ſtill ſpeaking in the accents of that love pro- 


cdamed kheir obſtinaey a 2 announced their e 


» ' 
: 


To nidwepe Arheing a an elit phratiel Waise this inge 


las cafe and that of any other people would be improper. But, 
yet, more than enough may be collected to juſtify, under cer- 
tain circumſtances, an application of ſuch a cenſure and ſuch a 
Warning to a nation far gone in corrupt practices and a de- 
5 parture from their duty to Gop. How far our Saviour's ſolemn 
addreſs to Jeruſalem will bear transferring to ourſeives 1 m Par- 
ticular a ee attention 1 convince _— | 


po — 


What our  Vleſlings and nforticnts are, ada What too our 


obligations, we cannot be at a loſs to diſcover, whilſt the firſt 
do on all ſides in a vaſt profufion ſurround us' and that which 
teaches us what our eonſequent duty is muſt be accounted the 
greateſt bleſſing of them all, Gop's REVELATION oF nis WILL | 


7 > 
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If an earthly Canaan and the overflowings of temporal good, 
if the being nouriſhed and ſupported and protected in an ex- 
traordinary manner, if the being viſibly conducted and com- 
forted, delivered and preſerved, by the hand of providence was 
to his once peculiar people matter of triumph and ground of 
exultation; if in all their diverſity of condition his ſuperin- 
tending kindneſs made even their diſtreſſes turn to good ac- 
count, what circumſtances, could gratitude ſpeak its juſt feel- 
ings, were ever more deſeriptive of the happy ſituation of 
another people than theſe are of our own. Indeed, as far as 
this world's goods can contribute to the enjoyment of human 
nature, there is not to the beſt of our knowledge, as knowledge 
reſults from a fulneſs of enquiry, a ſpot upon this habitable 
globe more favoured by the influence of heaven, or more fur- 
niſhed (may I not ſay ? ſo much) with the means of happineſs 
to rational creatures. Ample: proofs of the divine theocracy 

{till exerting itſelf in a communication of unexhauſted mercy, 
and continual calls upon its more diſtinguiſhed objects to ſerve 
Gop with fear and rejoice unto him with reverence! But a 
compariſon relative to the bleſſings of this life, however valua- 
ble they may be, is far from reaching the ſimilitude of the 

caſe. For the Jews had (though blind to their excellence) 
overtures of ſpiritual good to be accompliſhed in its ſeaſon. 
But what they either would not ſee or ſaw through a glaſs 
darkly we have moſt conſpicuouſly manifeſted to us by the 
final diſpenſation of grace and truth. Surely then, when we 
recollect in an earthly view what a concurrence of beneficial 
circumſtances, what an almoſt uninterrupted ſucceſſion . of 
comforts flows in upon us from the eternal ſource of love, in 
their kind and degree. far ſuperior to what many of our. fel- 
low-creatures enjoy, and, moreover, ſurvey as we ought, with 
-enraptured hearts the tranſporting effects of ſalvation by CurisT 

_ Jesvs, death aboliſted, and life and immortality completely 
B 2 org! 
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drought to light, there can be no heſitation about our * 
the eſpecial care of his providence; but we muſt in every 
ſenſe, in regard to a better world as well as this, be convinced 
(to uſe our Lonp's beautiful illuſtration) that his aim is to 
gather us together as à hen doth gather her chickens under 
her wings; that he ſo diſpoſes all things as to make them 
work together for good. An end, which can never be defeat - 
ell except through our on perverſeneſs and reſiſtance. For, 
i we will not properly and ſubmiſſively and actively concur, 
certain it is that his providence, however comprehenſive in its 
views, or uniform and conſtant in its operations, will not force 
us into happineſs. We muſt, temporally as well as eternally, 
work out our own ſalvation by exerting thoſe powers under 
the influence of his direction and bis 1 which he has * ; 
yy commanded us to employ. 
An enquiry therefore eaturally follows upon this; ; have 
we been intent upon a juſt application and improvement of 
Govp's unnumbered bleſſings? hath our gratitude corre- 
ſponded to his bounty? hath our obedience been regulated by 
his laws ? have our prayers and our hearts in our ſolemn ſup- 
plications to heaven for its bleflings, particularly for the Pre- 
ſervation of our King and Country and their victory over all 
their enemies, for our eſtabliſhed conſtitution, laws and liber- 
ty, thoſe iN8EPARABLE good things, gone together, and have 
we, as the perfect diſpenſation of God's will requires, brought 
forth fruits meet for repentance, and made his kingdom and 
righteouſneſs the great objects of our moſt earneſt concern? 
What can we as individuals, upon a careful ſelf inſpection, 
ſay to all this, or what is the ſtate of facts upon an impartial 
ſurvey of the world about us? Our caſe, I fear, however 
it may fall ſhort upon a minute compariſon with that of the 
Jon; (and Gop forbid the likeneſs ſhould he more exact !) 
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18 pet too much an * to extreme infatuation * If they 
deſpiſed the riches of divine goodneſs, ſo in many reſpects 


do we; if they made the commandment of Go of none ef- 


fect by their traditions, ſo do we by, what is ſtill worſe, our 
practices. For, excluſive of crimes which are known only to 


him, to whom darkneſs and light are both alike, how does 
abandoned licentiouſneſs appear and even triumph in open 


day ? how does luxury, the fertile ſource of complicated crimes, 
difcover its deſtructive influence throughout all ranks? how 


does a fatal neglect of ſome of the moſt important duties of 


life ſtrike, unavoidably and forcibly ſtrike, our obſervation ? 
Tnar eſpecially which is fundamental to the very worſt evils, 


a continual and moſt notorious violation of the Chriſtian Sab- 


bath. Many ſeem to treat it with an open contempt, living 
without Gop in the world; and others, whoſe principles are 


not quite wore out, ſhift off the burden, however light, and 


think an occaſional compromiſe for an attendance in his courts: 
now and then, as their amuſements or their humours will per- 


mit, ſufficiently expreſſive of their reverence to him who giveth. 


them life, and breath, and all things. But what muſt, what 


actually does, follow from this apoſtate conduct? Miſchiefs, 
which are well known and ſeverely felt; which, with reſpect 
to the body politic, make the whole head fick and the whole 


heart faint ; which bring upon it wounds, and bruiſes, and 
putrifying ſores; which tend to, and muſt, unleſs check- 


ed and controuled, terminate in diſſolution and death. For 
what elſe can be the end of extreme vitiouſneſs and wild 
unbridled paſſions, of an unwillingneſs to ſubmit to, nay, a 

ſettled deſire of violating, and that too under the pretence of 


liberty, 


* The tate 8 Chriſtianity has too often reſembled the ſituation of its divine 
Founder by being crucified between two thieves, Infidelity on the one hand, and 


| Fanaticiſm on the other. Both, though affecting to look different ways, are 


very dangerous enemies to truth and virtue; and, however they may ſet out from. 


oppoſite points, concenter in one, the deſtruction of real righteouſneſs, 
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liberty, laws human and divine, of the moſt extravagant 
and ſhameleſs fenſuality, of robbery and plunder moſt artfully 
and moſt daringly committed, of factious, and turbulent, and 
diſtracted ambition? We cannot look abroad without ſee- 
Y ing quite enough of all this to give us a moſt unfavourable 

opinion of our times; and nothing but the moſt frantic delu- 


ſion can ſuppreſs the natural riſings of indignation and dread. 


Indeed if our luſts, our bad diſpoſitions of every kind, con- 
tinue to war in us in oppoſition to the law of the mind, and 
in contempt of Gop and his moſt ſolemn commands, there 
_ not the ſpirit of prophecy to foretell what muſt befal 
For what 1s all hiſtory, profane as well as ſacred, but 
x «pet of providence, and what two ſo certain and fo ac- 
cording truths does this reveal as that righteouſneſs exalteth 
a nation, and that fin is the REPROACH, and the RuIN of any 
people. : 
© This is evident from ſach a ſtriking variety of inſtances as 
fully to evince that an inviſible power preſides over all, and 
ſo operates by the inſtrumentality of inferior agents as to bring 
about events otherwiſe wholly unaccountable; ; but ſuch as 
abound with inſtruction and caution to ſucceeding genera- 
tions. If then we are (and it is not to be diſſembled) in a 
ſtate of depravity truly alarming, whether we look to common 
immoralities or extraordinary exceſſes, perſonal debaucheries 
ſhameleſsly avowed, ſocial treacheries baſely contrived, or a moſt 
preſuming diſregard of inſtituted religion and its ſacred rites, a 
fad ſurrender of reaſon and duty to paſſions both of body and 
mind, the indulgence of which tends to the ſubverting of all foun- 
dations, how can there be a doubt of our profligacy or of our dan- 
ger, or how can we forbear to be alarmed at His declaration un- 
der circumſtances ſo like to our own, wno is the head over all 
things, angels, and principalities, a and powers being made ſubject | 


unto him? Nothing is more probable in itſelf, and nothing 
z can 


1 
can follow more clearly from a particular inſtance of Goy's 
wonderful working, than that, if we will not obey the authority 
and word of Gop, if we will not hearken to his voice and 
act agreeebly to our beſt intereſts and cleareſt obligations, if 
we will not be influenced by all his bleſſings as they relate to 
this or to an eternal life, our condition will, at length, become 
deſperate, our glory will be eclipſed, our ſun will ſet in dark- 
| nefs, our houſe will be left unto us deſolate. - 
| Now then let us conſider what is to be done whilſt the 
day of ſalvation, as we by God's preſent viſitations are en- 
couraged to hope, is unexpired, and before the things belong- 
ing to our peace are hid from our eyes. The recom- 
mending ourſelves to the divine merey and protection by a 
ſeaſonable humiliation of ſoul and body, and by acts of con- 
trition ſolemnly addreſſed to the throne of heaven, has been 
already our united employment; and happy will it be for us, 
if we have not attempted to deceive Gop in the manner, or 
ourſelves in the deſign and end of the performance. Fs r- 
IN, which is in itſelf more an act of religious diſcretion than 
of ſettled duty, will avail us little, though carried to the ex- 
treme of bodily mortification, unleſs it reaches internally to 
the ſoul, and has a commanding influence over its lifpoſ- 
tion and its habits. And PRA VER, unleſs it proceeds from 
the heart and takes deep root there, unleſs it poſſeſſes the 
whole man, has the lead in his conduct, and, by its ſanctify- 
ing quality, impreſſes his mind with an awful and pure vene- 
ration for Gop and the excellencies of his nature, will be but 
an imperfect and a periſhing ſacrifice. To be faithful to our- 
ſelves, to him before whoſe FooTs00L we bow, and to him, 
by virtue of whoſe ROSS we hope to be accepted, we muſt 
go farther than the payment of a tranſient outward homage, 
we muſt return from our evil ways, we muſt caſt off the works, 


of darknels and put on the- armour of light, that armour, 
withous 
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without which a victory over the world can never be obtained; 
we muſt ſtrive earneſtly by unremitted application to amend, 
each one, (for that is the great point upon which depends ALL 
we are aiming at, ſocial as well as perſonal good) his own 
temper and his own life, and to form both upon that only 
infallible model which Car1sT hath left and enjoined, caſt- 
ing down imaginations and every high thing which exalteth 
itſelf againſt the knowledge of Gop, and bringing every thought 
either of our own ſufficiency or criminal reſiſtance into 
_ captivity to the obedience of CurisTr. Vain will our oblations 
otherwiſe be, and the moſt abundant incenſe which we can 
produce no other than a mockery to the Lox D. To prevent 
which, there is nothing that our heavenly teacher ſo guards 


aus againſt as hypocriſy, there is nothing which ſeems to have 


raiſed in him more powerful emotion, and there is nothing 
which ever made to itſelf a more miſerable end than this did 
in regard to the enemies of Him and their own ſalvation. 


Ih heir evil paſſions, under a maſk of affected ſanctity, not only 


led them on from one wickedneſs and one degree of wicked- 
neſs to another, not only to ſlight Gop's ordinances and laws, 
but even to kill his prophets and to ſtone thoſe who were ſent 
to perſuade and reform them; and, beyond this, to put to death 
the Prince of Life; and then, as the fad fruit of their own do- 
ings, in the height of their judicial madneſs to burn and de- 
ſtroy themſelves and their own city. However ſingular this 
ſad inſtance of extravagance might be, it remains to the world 
(and no doubt is providentially deſigned to do ſo) an inſtruc- 
tive monument of caution. It ſhews to what ſhocking ex- 
tremities uncontrouled national wickedneſs may arrive; how, 
when Gon makes it, as he always can, its own puniſhment, - 

it carries like a mighty torrent all before it, and, in parti- 
cular, it evinces (for upon this our Lord ſeems to lay a pe- 
culiar ſtreſs) what ſad conſequences are apt to reſult from a 


neglect 
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_ neglect of religious inſtitutions and inſtructions and a profane 
contempt and bad treatment of thoſe who are employed in 
their ſupport and adminiſtration. But we need not go 
ſo far back to ſee what frantic Bigotry and infatuated Zeal 
under ſpecious pretences can do. More modern inſtances, and 
more nearly affecting ourſelves, might be produced. This, how+ 
ever, is no time or place for ſuch reproach. Let Charity throw 
her veil over theſe offenſive facts, for ſhe can hide even the 
largeſt multitude of fins which unnatural enmity may commit *. 
Our wiſdom is, to guard againſt the like miſconduR, to he 
| ſteady to our principles as members of the pureſt Chriſtian 
church and ſubjects of the beſt conſtituted government, per- 
haps upon earth; objects of envy to ſome, and of admiration 
to all. Our wilden is to avoid all prejudices founded in ig- 
norance or in artifice, to be at unity among ourſelves, to have 
5 underſtanding 1 in the way of godlineſs neither ſeduced by ſo- 
phiſtry into infidel bondage nor intoxicated with the intem- 
perance of zeal without knowledge +, to attend regularly and 
conſtantly to the rightly dividing the word of truth, ſo growing 
up in all things to Him, who is the Head, even CuzisT. Our 
wiſdom is, to prevent, if poſſible, every ſchiſm in the body, 
which may be deſtructive of its ſtrength and its vigour, re- 
membering our Loxp s aſſurance, chat a Kingdom divided. 
* againſt 
Charity — the end of the commandment ——the great vital principle of the 
Chriſtian religion, cannot reconcile to its bitterneſs in any view, nor can intole- 
rance ever find countenance where the wiſdom from above prevails. The Church: 
of England is at this day, and has been long ſo; a bright example of gentleneſs. 
and forbearance, and cannot therefore, conſiſtently with experience, be ſuſpected 
of arbitrarineſs and oppreſſion. It underſtands too well the meaning of our Loxp's 
words, I came not to ſend peace but a ſword,” not to guard againſt its own, 
accompliſhment of a prediction founded in the worſt paſſions of human nature. 
f Biſhop Hoadly's queſtions in bis Reaſonableneſs of Conformity,“ Have 


e you never obſerved how ready the generality of the people are to prefer the 
« worlt 
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againſt itſelf cannot ſtand. What, alas! would our feelings 
be, what our diſtractions, what our complicated miſery, ſhould 
Gop permit the inſtruments of his wrath (and ſuch he can 
raiſe up every moment from every quarter) to curſe our many 
bleflings, and to ſpread over this fertile Canaan the deſolations 
of Sword, and Famine, and Peſtilence ?--- What muſt be our diſ- 
treſs, if, as others have been, we ſhould become the unnatu- 
ral executioners of vengeance, far too long provoked by mur- 
murings and complainings, by aggr avated ingratitude, and 
moſt preſumptuouſly multiplied treſpaſſes, upon ourſelves? Why 
then will we not deſiſt from a compliance with the overtures 
of fin, and luxury, and licentiouſneſs, why will we not for- 
bear to miſcall theſe, in order to our more ſecure deception 
and more ſwift deſtruction, by the ſofter and more bewitching 
names of Gaiety, Faſhion, Freedom ? Why will we not ſee, 
what is ſo monſtrouſly glaring, our own extravagant Folly, 
our own dangerous Condition? Why will we not become lovers 
of Gop more than lovers of pleaſures, value his religion, eſteem 
his Prophets, regularly attend his worſhip and ordinances, 
conſcienciouſly revere his doctrines, precepts, and laws? Why 
will we not have our converſation ſuch as becometh the goſ- 
pel of CRTIST ? Why will we not repent and live ? 
Could we now hear a word behind us proclaiming, as 
CuR1ST did to Jeruſalem, the vengeance of Gop for our ſins, 


ſurely 


% worſt preachers - before the beſt? — and how they leave the moſt qualified 
guides? - may very readily be anſwered in the affirmative at this day by many 
molt reſpectable miniſters of CHRIST whole abilities and whoſe examples do equal 
credit to their function: — but religious giddineſs is of all giddineſs moſt unac- 
countable and moſt incurable. It can however never be juſtly charged upon 
_ Chriſtianity, but upon the perverſion and abuſe of it. From whence, not from 
its original purity, Deiſtical declaimers draw their pictures of it, and ſo, what 
cught to be the beauty of holineſs, is, by falſe colouring, turned into cxtreme 
deformity. It is a melancholy reflection, that nominal Chriſtians ſhould cver piye 
ſach occaſion to the enemies of the LORD to blaſpheme, 


FE. 
ſurely it muſt awaken us from our lethargy and alarm even the 
moſt careleſs and veteran tranſgreſſors! But, why then ſhould 
not the ſolemn record of a hiſtory moſt fully authenticated, 
of a woe moſt certainly denounced and fulfilled, of conſe- 
_ quences reſulting from cauſes and circumſtances operating as 
others under our own obſervation do (for the paſſions and 
crimes of men have the ſame uniform tendency) have this 
effect? Why ſhould we not apply to ourſelves our Redeemer's 
reproach and menace which we muſt know we deſerve ? why 
ſhould we not rather then ſearch too curiouſly into or deter- 
mine too haſtily upon the caſe of other ſuffering criminals, | 
remember what was ſaid in reſpect to the Galileans and im- 
prove to our own benefit the declaration then made, Except 
ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh.” 
Be it then our univerſal concern, as it is our univerſal duty, 
to provide for our own ſecurity temporal and eternal, to fear 
Gop, to honour the King, to render to all their dues, to re- 
verence all proper authority whereſoever veſted, to diſcover a 
juſt regard for the laws, divine and human, which protect 
us, and by which we are bound to act; to perſiſt in praying 
daily for the peace of Jeruſalem and for the proſperity of all 
who love her, to ſeek in every way, for religion's ſake and with. 
a view to its everlaſting ſanctions, to do her good. Under 
the influence of ſuch a common reſolution we may with a de- 
gree of hope, that delightful privilege through CHRIST of ſin- 
cere penitents, lift up our hearts with our hands to Gop in 
the Heavens, caſt all our care upon Him, ſubmit chearfully 
to his diſpenſations, and expect, through that faith which his 
promiſes naturally inſpire, his gracious interpoſition 1n our 
favour, till we are moſt happily convinced by events moſt ar- 
dently to be wiſhed for THAT SALVATION BELONGETH UNTO 
THE LORD AND THAT HIS BLESSING Is ſtill UPON HIS PEOPLE. 
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